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RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
SURFACE MINING AND RECLAMATION DIVISION 

URANIUM EXPLORATION INSPECTION REPORT 

Mine Name: Weesatch Project 

Permittee: Uranium Energy Corporation (UEC) 

Industry Represcntativc(s) Present: Mike O'Leary 

Inspector: Murphy Hawkins, Michael Gay, Jon Brandt, Dean Poth 

I. Field Conditions and Data Collection 

Samples Collected: No 0 

Average 
Temperature 70° F 

Yes~ 

Soil 
Condition 

Photographs Attached: No 0 Yes~ 

II. Enforcement Action Taken 

Not icc of Violation lss1tcd: 

Cessation Order 1:-.su~d: 

Dry 

NoD 

No~ 

Sample Type: 

Date Last 
Rainfall 

Yes~ 

YesO 

03/23/2007 

Date 

Permit Number: 123 

County: Goliad -----------------
Date of Inspection: March 7-9, 2007 

WatcrO 

unknown 

NOV No. 

CONo. 

Soil~ 

Wind Direction/ 
Velocity (Est.) 

080A -----

Vegetation 0 

The Railroad(:ommisSiou aj1l!xa.~ C(JI/1/)lieswilftf.'t>dcml fmd ~(ale /cnu tlfJpliw/Jie 10 IYlCil, rr/igton, 1/rJIWtwl ongilr .. fc~: 

amldi.wb!/ily. ll!f(wmaflrm is dvailahle upotr reqllfr:;f by calling()/)) ./63¥7288 or /-Ji(}l}.735-l989 {/spl!t.'ful (ISSI.~ftlltro is rcqll/rt!d 
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S:MJI:D·2!UE (0.1/CIT) 

Mine Name: 
Permit Number: 
Inspection Date: 

Ill. Comments- Inspection Narrative 

·~---i);;-;(t'm;~t the area oft he perfnit inspected . -- . · ~ 

• Disc11ss oln;crvations mude during I he inspection 

• Documenl the results of any field test.~ laken 

• Pt·ovidt.! a summary' ofany discuss/om with industry ropresentativ.es, tJiong with r(!:mfts, and. expt!Ciationsfrom those dl:~cus.v{ons 

_ .. :/?.!!.~~!·t.~b_e any L'tifOn·cm'!!!!.EE!.!Pn taken during the_ inspection. '!}Et_!fLWith {acts or evidem:!:_.~ _ _l!/!f?!!rling rhe cnforceme.,1!fJ.!P.!i!!f2_ 

This inspection focused on reclamation ofthe drilling activities associated with UEC's Weesatch Project, Permit No. 

123. The examination was in response to a complaint and request for on-site investigation by James B. Blackburn, Jr. 

representing Goliad County. The complaint, received February 6, 2007, alleged that UEC was not disposing drill 

fluids and potentially harmful cuttings in accordance with the approved Uranium Exploration Permit No. 123 and that 

UEC's activities were adversely impacting the area groundwater resources. We met with Mr. Mike O'Leary at the 

site 011 March 7, 2007 at the beginning of the inspection. 

Goliad County Commissioner Jim Krenek, Mr. Art Dohmann, Ms. Margret Rutherford and Dr. H. C. Clark, 

representing the Goliad County group, were also present on March 7, 2007, At the groups' request, we met them 

at the property of Mr. Elder Abrameit where they discussed the site conditions that prompted their complaint (see 

photograph l ). 

UEC was contacted regarding the complaint and in response provided, by email on February 9, 2007, the location 

coordinates, plugging dates, and land ownership for each borehole drilled under the permit. UEC reported to the 

Commission that it had thus far plugged 202 holes. 

The inspection liJcuscd on the surface impacts of the drilling program to verify if the reclamation procedures were 

being met. Site reclamation was assessed based on the perfOrmance standards defined in the permit application, 

permit issuance letter and the Uranium Act and Regulations. A total of 117 of the 202 boreholes t·eported as 

plugged were checked. A table listing the 117 drill locations checked during this inspection and the evaluation of 

rccl~nultion associated with each borehole and mud pit is attached. During this insp~-ction UEC had tour drilling 

rigs active (see photograph 2). Only the older boreholes, on which UEC had provided identification information 

and rcpo11cd as plugged! were inspected for rcclall1ation compliance. 

In Section lV A of the appliclltion, UEC states that, during drill site preparations, topsoil will be segregated fi·om 

other soils and saved and later re-distributed. Topsoil was not re-distributed on the top of the majority of the drill 

sites inspected. In the I l 7 borehole sites inspected 74 were not fully rc-topsoiled. Site 32892-84 (see photograph 

J) cxcmplilies this drill site reclamation failure. Site 32892-84 is covered with a gray subsoil with little or no 

topsoil evkknt. 



IH. Comments- Cont. 

In Section IV A of the application, UEC states that mud pits will be allowed to dty before being backfilled with 

subsoil and cuttings. This drying aids in preventing excursions semi-solid drilling fluids. I observed at the active 

sites that drilling pits were being backfilled very quickly al\er the hole was logged with no drying period (sec 

photograph 4). This process caused lighter drilling liquids to be crowded out of the pit and flow on to the surface. 

Evidence of this reclamation failure was also evident in the several older drill holes including Borehole 32892-84 

where drilling fluids or cuttings were found on the surface (see photograph 5). 

In Section IV A of the application, UEC states that mud pit areas will be backfilled to above grade to allow for 

settling. This precaution is designed to prevent the formation of depressions in the pasturclands drilled. Eleven of 

the 117 boreholes inspected had depression areas forming over the mud pits. Borehole 32201-N40 is an example 

of this backfilling failure (see photograph 6). 

UEC committed in Section IV B of the application to mark each borehole location in such a way that the 

Commission could verity tho presence of a surfucc plug. UEC provided the Commission witb State Plane 

Coordinates for each borehole. We attempted to locate the boreholes with the coordinates using three separate 

GPS systems, one with sub-meter accuracy. The Commission inspectors were only able to tag the surface plug in 

six holes of the L17 inspected using the GPS and a four foot steel rod probe. The holes that were located were 

found because there was some surface indication of the bo•·ehole location not because they were at the exact 

coordinates provided. Evidence was present in the field that a number of boreholes may have been marked over 

the hole with a wooden stake at one time but most of the sites had been regraded or otherwise re-disturbed. 

As required by the Commission's permit issuance letter, each borehole drilled in this project is required to have a 

ten-foot surfitco plug located three feet below the surface. The majority of the borehole locations were unable .. to 

be located tor verification. Of the f(mrtecn boreholes located, five were found to be open to the surface with the 

cement plug estimated to be greater than 20 feet below the surface and the remainder of the plugs found were 

between 0 nnd 18 inches below the surface. Borehole 32201-N38 (sec photograph 7) is an example of this 

plugging failure. 

Several site~ were inspoctcd where the surfncc reclamation had been done in accordance with the performance 

standards contained in UEC's l'crmit No. 123 (sec photographs 8 and 9). 

In addition to the site reclamation inspection, a gamma radiation survey of the area was made to detcnnine if the 

radiation levels from the pit areas was higher than background levels. As part of this survey, soil samples were 

secured for analysis. The results nf this part of the inspection arc still being analyzed and will be included in a 

subsequent report. 

'"('.""' 



Mine Name: 
Permit Number: 
Inspection Date: 

III. Comments- Cont. 

Wecsntch Project---~--~ 
123 
March 7-9, 2007 

~MRD·21UI: (0Ji01) 

Based on observations made during this field inspection I believed that UEC was not in compliance with their 

Exploration Penn it and the Regulations and issued Notice of Violation 080A. The Notice of Violation requires that 

UEC install a concrete surface plug at all sites, mark the c><act location of each borehole for verification by the 

Commission, and remove all drilling mud, cuttings, cement and other debris burying it with no less than one foot of 

topsoil. UEC is directed to complete the remedial action by April 12,2007. 

A closeout meeting was conducted on March 12 via telephone conference with Mr. o•Jeary wherein the items 

included in this report were discussed. 



Mine Name: Weesatch Project 
Permit Number: 123 ---------------·-
Inspection Date: March 7-9, 2007 

VI. Photographs 

Photo 1: Abrameir properry with members of Goliad County group 

Phmo 2: Three of rhe four Drill Rigs Active During the Inspection 



Mine Name: 
Permit Number: 
lnllpection Date: 

VI. Photographs 

Wccsatch Project 
123 ··----
March 7-9, 2007 
~~~~~~~-------

Photograph 3: Borehole 32892-84, Grey Subsoil on Surface 

Photograph 4 : Drilling fluid~; excursion from mud pit 

~\IRI). ! ILl·. (0.1l01j 
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Mine Name: 
Permit Number: 
Inspection Date: 

VI. Photographs 

Weesatch Project 
123 

--=-~--:--::--:::-::-=-:-=--- ··--. -
March 7-9, 2007 ___ _ 

Photograph 5: Borehole 32892-84 cuttings from pit on surface 

Photograph 6: Borehole 3220J -N40 Mud Pit Depression 

S~tl!l ).ltl.l' !Ol• ~7) 

l'agc 7 



Mine Name: 
Permit Number: 
lospection Date: 

VI. Photographs 

Wecsatch Project 
123 ......;..;:::.::._ _________________ _ 
March 7-9, 2007 

Photograph 7 : Borehole 3220 1-N38 No Surface Plug 

Photograph 8 : Jacobs Wate r Well Reclamation Site 

Page 8 
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Mine Name: Weesatch Project 

Permit Number: !23 
Inspection Date: March 7-9, 2007 

VI. Photographs 

Photograph 9: Location 32208-32 Reclamation Site 

Pagc9 



Uranium Exploration Corporation (UEC)- Weesatch 1-.oject Inspection 

Site# 
Borehole 1 

Cuttings 

30892-103 N 

30892-104 N 

30892-101 N 

30892-102 N 

30892-102C N 
30892-105 N 

30892-113 N 

30892-114 N 

30892-115 N 

30892-116 N 

30892-117 N 

30892-118 N 

30892-118AC N 
30892-118C N 

30892-119 N 

30892-120 N 

30892-120BC N 

30892-120C N 

30892-121 N 
30892-83 N 
30892-85 N 

30892-85AC N 
30892-85C N 

30892-86 N 

30892-86C N 

30892-90 N 

30892-91 N 

30892-92 N 

30892-94 N 
30892-95 N 
30892-97 N 

30892-98 N 

32201-N37 N 

32201-N39 N 

32201-N52 N 

32201-NSB N 
32201-N62 N 
32202··101 N 

32202-102 N 

March 7-9, 2007 

Mud Pit Reclamation 

Surface Attributes 
Borehole 

% of 2 

Driling 1 
Cement 1 Settling Disturbed Located 

Surface Plug 3 

Mud Area Plug Depth 

Topsoiled 

N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 60-100 N - -
y N N 0-59 N - -
y N N 0-59 N - -
y N N 0-59 N - -
y N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -

N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -

N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -
N N y 0-59 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -

N N N 0-59 N - -
N N N 60-100 N - -
N N N 0-59 N - -

N N N 60-100 N - -
N N N 60-100 N - -

N N N 60-100 y y 1411 

N N N 60-100 N - -
N N N 0-59 y y 8" 

N y N 60-100 y y 18" 

N N N 60-100 N - -
N y y 0-59 y y 0" 

N N N 50 N - -
N N N 0 N - -

N N N 0 N - -
N N N 0 N - -

N N N 60-100 N - -

N N N 60-100 N - -

UEC Permit No. 123 Inspection- March 7-9. 2007 
Page 1 of 3 



Site# 
Borehole 1 

Cuttings 

32202-106 N 

32202-107 N 
32202-108 N 
32202-112 N 
32202-113 N 

32202-114 N 
32202-115 N 

32202-116 N 

. 32202-117 N 

32202-118 N 

32202-120 N 
32202-121 N 
32202-123 N 
32202-124 N 

32202-125 N 

32202-127 N 

32202-94 N 

32202-95 N 
32202-96 N 
32202-97 N 
32202-98 N 

32202-99 N 

32206-01 N 

32206-02 N 

32206-06 N 

32206-07 N 

32206-08 N 

32206-12 N 

32206-12A N 

32206-12N N 
32206-12$ N 

32206-18 N 

32208-30 N 

32208-31 N 

32208-32 N 

32208-42 N 

32208-43 N 

32208-46 N 

JACOBSWW N 

P1-07-1-8 N 

P-1-07 -3-4 N 

P1-07-4 N 

P1-07-6 N 

,Jiud Pit Reclamation Borehole 
Surface Attributes 

% of 2 

Driling 1 

Cement 1 Settling 
Disturbed Located 

Surface Plug 3 

Mud Area Plug Depth 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 
N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 
N N y 

N N N 

N N N 
N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N y 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 
N N N 

N N N 

N N y 

N N y 

N N y 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N y 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 
N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

N N N 

Topsoiled 

60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -

50 N - -
60-100 y y 1211 

60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -

0-59 N - -
0-59 N - -

60-100 y y 12" 

60-100 y y 18" 

60-100 y y 10" 

60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -

0-59 N - -
80 N - -
0 N - -
0 N - -
0 N - -
0 N - -
0 N - -

60-100 N - -
0 N - -
0 N - -
0 N - -
0 N - -
0 N - -

100 N - -
60-100 N - -

85 N - -
0 N - -

60-100 y - -
60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -
60-100 N - -

UEC Permit No. 123 Inspection- March 7-9, 2007 
Page 2 of 3 



,Jiud Pit Reclamation 

Surface Attributes 

Site# 
% of 2 

Borehole 1 Driling 1 

Cement 1 Settling Disturbed 

Cuttings Mud Area 
Topsoiled 

P1-07-7 N N N N 60-100 

30892-84 N N N N 0-59 

30892-88 N y N N 0-59 

30892-99 N y y N 0-59 

30898-21 y N N N 60 

30898-22 y N N N 90 

30898-23 N N y N 60 

30898-24 y N N N 90 

30898-31 y N y N 85 

30898-32 N N y y 95 

30898-35 N y y N 60 

32201-N1 N y N N 0-59 

32201-N10 N N N N 0 

32201-N12 N y y y 0 

32201-N2 N y N N 0-59 

32201-N3 N y N N 20 

32201-N38 N y N y 80 

32201-N40 N N N y 80 

32201-N41 N N N N 80 

32201-N5 N N N N 100 

32201-N6 N N N N 60 

32201-N7 N y N N 50 

32206-03 N N N N 0 

32206-09 N N y N 0 

32206-11 N N y N 60-100 

32206-15 N N N N 0 

32206-19 y N N N 0 

32206-20 N N y N 60-100 

32206-21 N N y N 60-100 

32208-41 N y N N 90 

32208-44 y y y N 0 

32208-45 N y y N 0 

P1-07-1-4 y N N N 0-59 

P1-07-2-4 N N N N 60-100 

P1-07-8-8 y N y N 0-59 

!'!.Qtes: 
1 Material found on surface 

' % estimates made on first day of inspection were made as a range 

J Measurement from ground surface to top of plug 

N =No: Y =Yes 

Borehole 

Located 
Surface Plug 3 

Plug Depth 

N - -
N - . 

N - . 
N - -
N - -
N - -
N - -
N - -
N - -
y y 18" 

N . -
N - -
N - -
y N -
y N -
y N -
y N -
N - -
N - -
N - -
N - -
N - -
N - -
N - -
N - -
N - -
N - . 
N - -
N - -
N - -
N - -
y N -
N - -
N - -
N - -

UEC Permit No. 123 Inspection - March 7-9. 2007 
Page 3 of 3 
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kAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXA:> 
SURF ACE MINING AND RECLAMATION DIV1SION 

NOTICE OF VIOLATION 

Company: -~_llranium Enerav CDCJ20ration CJlECl 

[ 

Notice of Violation No. 

OSOA 

Mine Name ___ .. ..:we.es,.a.,ttClhLPrUJO'IJil<tt'l-----------------~ Permit No. .....Exlilitt.ation Permit No. 1?.3 

Type of Mine: 0 Coal I:8J Uranium 0 Other 

Mailing Address: _ Suite 23(}:2801 .A.wf.a:6on Mill Road _ City Austin Zip 78750 

Counry 

Date of Inspection: 

GoUnd Telephone Number: __..ts.,l.,.2c~..l_,.s2 .. !HI.,..98..,.0'---------

March 7 .. 9.. 2007 

Time of lnspeetion: PROM: 8:00 A.M. 

P.M. 

TO: 12:00 A.M. 

P.M. 

Description of Violation(s) The permittee failed to complete surface pluQeJn& and drill site rcdamatlon as spedOed jn Seclion IV of 

Umnham Ex:plotation PeO)llt Nn. ln...BRKiDcaUy. the permfttg faiffld to segruate and replo<» to.psail. nnd/or ptDJ)erly install __ 

--~""-'"'"m""ent surface plug. aru:.llor aJ)QW pits to dey before back0111na,.1\Wilor bpt:kfill or AAtnpact backfilled materials Qnd IQP$Qil 

abm"t er.adcJn..lb.ltt:t.:lolmed mud nits to compensate for stUUna. and/or m&rk the esart locDtion oll.WJubiiJOIII'IlllhnoOJiwe:,... ----~ 

Provisions of Regulations, Act or Pennit Violated Uranium Exploration Permit No. 123. Sedion IV. ""d § 1 t. 137 and §J 1.138 

__ ....J~.[Jhtt.TaasJJ..tanium S~trfqce Mininu RepJado 

A rea of Operation A ftCcted __!Imnium_ExplorationhrJnit No. 123 Ps;rmjt ArtJl 

Remedial Action Requin.'d ~lb n Install a ooncccte surface plug llS.J:fJ}Diu:.d.lnJhe permit. 2> Mark.J:he...txatllD.tatirut_ 

_Qf.e.acJLb.orehoJc for yerjficatil)n..b.x.Jht_Cmnmtssion. 3LRtUWltt .. alLdcilliugJn.u.d- cuttlnas. renu.nt..aud othrr debris burylw:,.it with no !f..-s~ ~ 

···-·-----··-·--··--···--·----···-.. ~-·-··--

Time li>r Aba1omom ·~·~·····..lbiriJ'.D.Jl,l'£.iAI!lii..U..2007\ 
···-·-·· ··-··-········ .. •· 

"OTI" ,~,,~ ·1~-·-~--·-·- Dale :vtarch 13, 2007 ··--··-----------~-
------~---------------------------

~-~-------------~~----------------
---· 

17tis Nmice of Violation direc1s the party dted to immediardy inititrte correctiVe measm't?s. and t.'Ofil'itittaes a separme Notiu of Violation for each 

violation listed. 
------------------------------~----

-----------------------------------
-

I he-reby at:' knowledge receipt of this Violation. (Rt:c:eipt dn~~ lli)f cc:mstitulc- an admissi()n of guitt) 

------·--···- Dare 

(Signillurc) 

..... ··-······-·-·-··--·-··-··---
(hlsition) 

Tlw RtJilroo.d Conunirsion (}/Texas complies with i'l!dern/ and Stctle laws appUcn!Jic [{) rt1Ce, rdigtou, 11t1liomd on'git~, sex, and disflbility. lit/ormation it 

tJ.Iiuilahlt uptm reQllt'.(l by calling (512) J(d·7288 or l-80(}.7J5w2989 ifspedal a.Hi.~llmt!! i~' required 


